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One Sunday as Claire and T were row-
. ing I looked up and gsaw we were at
the spot where first weé met.

“Where have these past waecks carried
me ta?' I mused,

“Théy have carried yon, it seems,’'
she answered, with eyes gently lowered,
“back to the same place.”

“They have carried me,”” I echoed,
“from spring to summer. If they)have
brought me back to this spot, it Is be-
cause the place and 1 have changel—
Claire!”

As I.called her by her Christian name
she gave one quick glance, and then
turned her eyes away again. T could
eee the soft rose creeping over her white
neck and cheek., Had I offended? Be-
tweeh hope and desperation, I continued:

“Clalre—I will call you C(laire, ‘for
that was the name you told me just
four months ago—I am ohanged, oi!
changed past all rementhrance! Are you
not changed at all? Am I stlll nothing
to you?"” 7 .

Her face was yet more averted—the
sunl kissed her waving locks with the
soft lips of gold, thé breeze half stirred
the delicate draperies around her.

“Claire, have you not guessed? Wil
you never guess? Oh, have pity on
me!"”

I could see the soft bosom heaving

now. The little hand was pulling at the
gown, Her whole sweet shape dyooped
away from me in vague alarm—but still
e RO answer came.
g - “Clafre!" and now there was a ring
of agony in the voice; the tones came
alien and scarcely recognized. ‘'Claire,
1'have watched and waited for this day,
and now that it _has come, for gouod or
forgevil, answer me—I love you!"

B -

smote her, chased for an instant the

* rijch blood from her neck. For a mo-
ment her bosom heaved wildly, then the
colop came slo/ly back, and ebbed
agaln,, A soft tremor shook the bending
form, the little hand clutched the gown,
but she made no- answer,

“"Speak to me, Claire! 1 love you!
With my life and soul 1 love you. Can
you not care for me?' I took the little
hand. ‘'Claire, my heart s In your
hands—do with it what you will, but
speak to me Can you not—do you 1ot
care for me?"

And she? The words, as though they’

speech, I resumed:

“We were talking of Thomas- Love-
day. Well, Tom, you know—or perhaps
you don't. At any rate, Tqm ‘has writ-
ten a tregedy.’* = o' ¥ =

“*All about love?”

“Well, not quite all; though there is a
good {Jeal in it, considering it was writ-
ten wnen the author had no idea of
what the passion was llke. But this Is
not the point, This tragedy is coming
out at the Collsc'#r: in November. Are
you n®t well, Claire?"

“Yes, yes; go on. What has all this to
do with PTom's love?" S

“I am coming to that. Tom, of course,
has been attending the rehearsals lately.

Is ready, for he Is wonderfully frervous.
T am tQ come and sed it on the first
night, “‘all. as I' was saying, Tom has
been going to rehearsals, and has fallen
in love with—guess with whom?"

Claire was certainly ' getting,very
white! AR o

‘““Are you sure you are
I asked, anxiously. 4

“Oh, yes, quite sure. But tell me
with whom-—how should I guess?"”

“Why, with the leading: actress—one
Clarissa Lambert, {s it not?"

“Clarissa~Lambert!"

“Why, Claire, what is the matter?
Are you faint?’ For my love had,
turned deathly pale and seemed as
though she would faint, indeed.

We were In the old spot so often re-,
visited, though the leaves were yéllow-
ing, fast, and the blackbird’'s note had
long ceased, utterly, I placed my arm
jaround her for support, but-my darling
unlocked it after a moment, struggled
with her pallor, and sald: ’

“No, no; I am better, It was a little
faintness, but Is passing off. Go on,
and tell me about Mr, Loveday.'

"l am afrald 1 bored you. But that is
¢ll. Do you know this Clarissa Lam-
bert? Huve you seen her?” :

“Yes—I have scen her."”

“lI suppose she is very famous—at
least Tom says s6. He also says she s
dlvine; but I expect, from his descrip-
tion, that she is of the usual stamp ot
tragedy queen, tall and loud, with a big
voice,"

“Did he tell you that?"

“No; of course Tom raves atout her.

‘well, Clairé?”

He will nof let e come until the place |
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useful metal household articles, all
new, bright and shning, gnd just as
they are recelved from the great de-
partmetit ‘storés. Positively as repre.
sented,

Send In the oldest joke you know and
you may be the winner of Prof. Josh
M. A. Long's Surprise Prize of Sixteen
Indispensable Household Articles!

NOTICE!
THE OLD JOKES HOME I8
CLOSED ON SBATURDAY
ON ACCOUNT OF PAY DAY.

AVITié ‘above notivein answer 1o numer-
ous inquiries from persons who write to

‘4¢ . you have stopped the Oid
.}?\?z Home. because I X d not see it

Satunday’'s HEvenl World,"" The
‘Hld 3:)1(('.1' Home. will be closed omn

Saturdays.
We WiIL

Prof. Josh M. A. Long:

But there is no accounting for what e
lover will say.” This statement was
made with all the sublime assurance
of an aocepted man. "But you have
soen her,” I went on, “and can tell me
how far his description is true. I sup-
pose ghe is much the same as other
aotresses, is she not?''

“Jagper,” maid Claire, very gently,
after a pauss, “do you ever go to a
» rl

,'Very seldom; in fact, about twice
only éince I have been in London.”

“I suppose you were taugiht as a boy
to hate such things?''

“Well," I laughed, “I do not expect
Uncle ILoveday would have approved of
Tom's cholce, if that is what you mean.
But that does not matter, [ fear, as
Tom swears that his ocase is h‘apeien.
He worships her from afar and says
thet whe 1s as cold as ige. In faot, he
has never told his love, but lets con-
cealment like a''—

‘“That is not what I meant. Do you—
do you think all ‘actors and aotresses
wicked 7"’ ’

“Of course not. Why should 17"

“You are going to mee''—

‘' ‘Framcesoa? Oh, yas, on the opening
night."

“Then possitly we shall meet. Wil
you look out for me?''

“Let me take you, Claire. Oh, I am

€lad indeed! You will see Tom there,

and T hope to be able to congratulate
him on his triumph. Bo let me take
you.”

8he shook her head.

‘“No, no."”

"Why'f"

‘‘Because ithat is impossible—really. I
shall see you there, and you will see me.
Is not that enought”

‘It say 80, it must be,” U an-
ewered sadly. ‘‘But'e—
© ''But me no buts,’ "’ she quoted. “See,
#t's getting late; we must be going."

A most strange sllence fell upon us
on the wai®back to Streatley. Claire's
tacée had not yet wholly regained Its
eclor, and ehe seemed disinclined to
talk. So I had to solace myself by
drinking in long draughts of her lovl-
ness, and by whispering to my soul how
poonly Tom's queen of .uu-dq would
show beside my sweetheant,

Oh, fool and blind!

Presently my love asked, musingly:

“Jasper, do you think that you could
cease to love mo?"

“Claire, how can you ask itr"

“You are quite sure?’

““Clalre, love is strong as death. ow
does the text run? ‘Many waters can-
not quench love, neither can the floods
drown {t; if a man would give all the
substance of (his house for love It
would utterly be contemned.' Claire,
you must belleve that. )

“ ‘Strong as desath,’ she murmured

that (s!"
The boat touched shore at Streatley,
and we stepped out.

that night,

sure?"’

The night that was big with Tom's
fate had come. The Coliseum was crowd-

of my love.

among thousands. Yet my first glance
was frultless. I looked agajn, examined

was baftled. I could eee all but a small
portion of the pit, the upper boxes and
gallery,

right of the tier where I was eltting,
The ocoupants of this were out of sight.

-wsxlnl ol
to ] me that somebody sat there,
Somehow the slow, ceaseleas motion

“Yes, I belleve it. 'What a lovely text

‘Jasper,’” she sald again at panting
‘‘you have no doubt, no
erain of doubt about my questson, and
the answer? ‘Strong as death,’ you are

ed as we entered. By degrees, however,
7 Lagan to look about me, and then to
s’an the audience narowly for aslght

Surely I ashould note her at once

the house slowly face by face, and again

By degrees I gatisfled myself that
strangers occupied all of the boxes, ex-
capt the box nearest the stage on the

Only a large yellow and black fan was
backwand and forward

of this pricked my ocurdosity. Its pace
as it waved to and fro, was unaMered

a finger could I gain a gimpse of,

the fan's owner, when
and took his seat beslde me.

For answer I strained her to my h ,‘u:-vmﬂ‘:g: mlmi without wmuch ap-
Oh, ¢ ! ! and use. @ N-— F
?l‘:‘db."“d. 01: mfl Py biindt Btealing, rising, swelling, gatherin
thrill the ear, all Braces ai

heart. with touch that«set.the

strings quiverin

of silver—there

all comparisans, all dreams to scorn, a

notion was Incredible—and even as my
heart s#poke the words, the theatre
grew dim and shadowy; the vast sca
of faces heaved, melted, swam in con-
fusion; all sound came dull and hoarse
upon my ear; while there—there—
here, In the blaze of light, radiant,
lovely, a glorffied and triumphant
queen, stepped fOrward before the eyes
of that vast multiture—my love, my

Clatre! (To Be Continued.)
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BY MARGARET HUBBARD AYER

ll 1t pot typical of the twentieth cen-
tury woman's attitude that the ma-
jority of letters received in the con-
teat wive valuable Information as
how to refuse an offer of marrige?
SThis wou.d seem to refute the {dea
that woman s only too eager o jump
at & chance and willing to stoop for
She handkerchief wherever his lordship,
Man, delgns to throw it

+Te judge by the letters recelved so
gar the madjority of girls have care-
fully welghad, matrimony in the bal-

Aand found it distinctly wanling,

to

THE BEST WAY TO PO

Address Letters in This Contest to “Ma'rgaret Hu
\

Baltic, This method might prove help-
ful to the venturesome. A young girl
who feels single blessedness becoming
wearisome s permitted by time-hon-
ored custom to tle her aprom to the
garden gate, which {s ‘a sure sign that
she is wllling to marry, Her suitors
pass Ir front of the gate, and as the
favored one comes by she rushes out.
Then her admiriag family surround
the happy couple and they are engaged.

This practical method does away with
all embarrassing questions, for it takes
less courage to walk In front of a gate
than to peco the question, even In. the
most roundabout manner. And the girl
has only to hang out her apron, which
1s easy. and can then retire Into the
house or hide behind a tree and spare
W% bhlushes

The Islands where this custom pre-
valls are often called” "Rlessed.” T am
told.

Not Ready for Trouble,

Dear Miss Ayer: N

WOULD reject an offer in this wuay:
[ “My Dear Mr. PFrank: 1 receivea

yvour loving letter vesterday and 1
gincerely thank you for your Jove and
honor toward me In asking me to be-
come your wife. My dear, I am sorry
to say that I do not wish to ger married
vet, as 1 have not enjoyed my young
life long enpugh, and do not want to
tic myself down in marriage." :

Miss E, 8,

Time to Part,
Pear Miss Ayer:

the question, and you might pop the
question to him in this way: '‘Well,
Harry, you have no home and I have
no home. Do you intend to marry
me?' If he replies: ‘“Well, no, I can
not take care of myself,’” you can say,
“It is then time for us to part. Good-
by. iss B, C,
S0 Serry! Forgive Me!

Dear Miss Ayer: 5

EFUSBE your lover gently. Say: "I
R‘tm 80 sorry you feel this way

toward .me. I? I have seemed to

encourage you, forgive me,
ONE WHO DREADS TO CAUSE PAIN,
Leave Out the Stumbling-Blocks,
Dear Miss Ayer: ,

FTER allowing a reasonable period
H of céurtship in. which to become

thoroughly acquainted with each

other's characteristics, éisposition, &o.,
1 would approach the question in this
way, léaying out the stumbling-blocks
of sentimentalism and affected formal-
itles: “Well, Mamie (or whatever her
name may be), I dare say you are well
aware of my idea in thus devoting my
attentions entrely to you, and I hope
you will be agreeably surprised if
propose to peqmanen(ly continue our

affections through the usual channel—
matrimony." JOHN WILSON.
Let the Heart Speak,
Dear Miss Ayer:
OVE needs no language to convey g
message. In thls respect it is *‘syj
- generis,' affecting all natlons and
classes the same. The old song sayy

ere {§ an originar method of choos-

:a’lm which prffllu on some

Wwe you

HEN & young man comu'to'uc

you for four years, pretends to
love the ground you walk on and
takes Eroat interest 4n-. your aflaivs,
_would think he intended to pep

N

o

vlet the lips and eyes tell," to which 1

add’'let the heart mpeak,' My fofmula

tollowni After having Yold her that lite

would by uURLAPPY Withaut the desired
v S

e S

P

o

P THE QUESTION

bbard Ayer, Evening World, N. Y. City"

I

$10 FO«. THE BEST LETTER
from a Woman on the Least Em-
barrassing Way for a Girl to Pop
the Question During Leap Year

$10 FOR THE BEST LETTER
from a Man Giving Directions How

to Pop the Question Most Cdn-!
vincingly |

$5 . FOR THE ‘BEST LETTER
from Man or Woman on the Most
Delicate Way of Refusing an Offer
of Marriage

one by y'our sMe, let the question be put
| wishout the flare of trumpets. Do you
|love me? Dhen tell your prospects (very
essential to a sincere man) and then if
{#he I8 the girl you think she Is and
she really loves you, the wedding bells
| will certalniy peal merrily in a  short
| Ume. VERITAS.

‘ A l.e‘n Year Color Svheme.

[ Dear Miss Aye:

'T”E best and most proper way, In

my opluion, of proposal fora young
lady, I8 Lo make a neat white bow,
pin it on a w,hlg«- ~er and send it to
hor lover, and next to the bow write:
LML you intend to make me your wife,
gond me back my bow of white,"

This is the old-fashloned rhyme:
1f you intend to make me your wife,
Send me back my bow of white,
{1t of me you only think
| §end me back my bow of pink,
| It your love for mg is true

gend me dack my bow of blue,
1t for me your love ls dead
fend me back my bow of rad,
£

CASTORIA

For Infants and Children,
The Kind You Have Always Bought

Bears the
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on me &m turn g:ur back
pend me back my bow of black,
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the hand that moved it seemingly tire-
less; but even the hand was tiddem, Not

By
some allly freak of fancy I ‘was posi-
tively burning with eagerness to see
Tom returned

The first scene of the play passed

i
“lles‘\u of perfect sound; sweeping the
aw

to an eestasy that

voice beyolzd hope, beyond bellef; a

voice that In Its unlmaglnnbiu beauty

seomed to com the very heaven to

listen, ri 9
A;xad yet—surely I knew—surely It : B

could not be— yandruff, ftching or irritated scalp and a
1 must be dreaming—mad! The bare ,’,A',‘.’.;."r'..' u'[l (hakhnlr and scalp quickly re-

"“Give her the benefit of the doubst,

“Why didn’'t you eat your DMQ‘{ i
this morning?"’ v

“It wasn't it for a hog to eaf’

“Did your sister marry a rich
band?" P
“No, he's a rich man, but a poor h

band.’
et mrerate
“I don't belleve in purgatory."”
“Well, you might go further and
‘worse.""

it

“Why do you call your girl

“For short, her fanis’'f’'° ANafine
Moore." . l Y

“Is undressed kid good material foe.
slippers?" b M
“You bet.” s

AL. BELLMAN, of Bellman & Moore.

1 see that Mawsshall P. Wilder Is one

ROY L. M'CARDBLILGS

Make
0Old Clothes
New.

DYES

ave a speclal department of ad-

vice.and will answer free any questions
Send sample of goods

was almost paln; breathing through | i sbout dvejng.

}hem in D{”llonnte whism-rlnﬁ; ‘Hover- when possible, Direction book and 45
ng, swaying, soaring upward to .the dyed samples {ree. .
very roof, then shivering down again ! DIAMOND DYES, Burlington, Vt.
in a celestiak shower
came a volge that trod all conceptions,

We
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THE MOST NUTRITIOUS. sAL“
An admirable food, with li .
its natural qualities intact,
fitted to build up and maintain

EPPS’

Gives Strength and Vigour. f,t ;

COCOA

robust health, and to- resist
winter's extreme cold. It is
a valuable diet for children,>

GRATEFUL-OOMFORTING, '
—

54
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lHeved and permanently cured gy my exclu-
#ive method; consujtation free and strictest
| privacy assured: call personally or write for
‘m! rmation. Hours, # to 8 daily,

THE MOREY INSTITUTE,

17 West 34th st., New York City, opposite
Waldorf-Astoria.
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